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--August 5, 2009-- HCAC Volleyball Preseason Poll

Mount St. Joseph is Coaches Pick to Claim Eleventh HCAC Volleyball Crown

GREENWOOD, IN – The College of Mount St. Joseph volleyball team has been selected as the preseason favorite
to win the 2009 Heartland Collegiate Athletic Conference championship. In a poll of the nine HCAC head coaches,
the Mount received 80 total points and eight first place votes.

Anderson University placed second in the poll with 66 points and the final first place vote, while Defiance College
is picked to finish third in the conference standings this fall with 59 points. Bluffton University (51 points),
Manchester College (47), Hanover College (44), Transylvania University (26), Rose-Hulman Institute of
Technology (19) and Franklin College (13) round out the poll.

The Lions are coming off a 29-11 season and 7-1 conference record in
2008, claiming their tenth consecutive conference championship. The
Mount won the HCAC Tournament and fell in the second round of the
NCAA Tournament to host Washington (Mo.), ending their season. MSJ
will look to continue their dominance in the HCAC with new head coach
Jon Bennett.

Leading the way for Coach Bennett’s Lions will be junior outside hitter
Jamie Grauvogel (Cleves, Ohio/Harrison) and senior outside hitter Anna
Richter (Fairfield, Ohio/Hamilton Badin), who were named to the 2008
All-HCAC first team.

Grauvogel saw action in 40 matches last year, recording a league-high 490
kills and also chipped in 435 digs and 71 blocks. Richter added 337 kills and 403 digs in 40 matches.

Anderson finished tied for second in the HCAC last season with a 6-2 conference mark and a 14-17 record overall.
The Ravens will look to contend for their first conference volleyball championship this season behind seniors
Jessica Berlin (New Haven, Ind./Snider), Caitlin Morency (Lanesville, Ind./Floyd Central), and Carol
Weatherford (Terre Haute, Ind./North). The trio earned first team All-HCAC honors last season with Morency
claiming the Defensive MVP award. Berlin notched 357 kills and 465 digs last fall, while Morency led the
conference with 701 digs. Weatherford contributed 256 digs and ranked second in the league with 106 blocks as a
junior.

Defiance finished tied with Anderson last season with a 6-2 conference record and posted an overall record of 15-
13. The Jackets return 2008 first team All-HCAC member Danyel Lipps (West Alexandria, Ohio/Twin Valley
South) to the squad. Lipps blasted 299 kills and added 376 digs in 28 matches as a junior. She will be joined by
honorable mention All-HCAC member Julie Brunsman (Cincinnati, Ohio/Roger Bacon) to lead Defiance in
2009. Brunsman was the setter for the Jackets last season, contributing 565 assists as a sophomore.

The 2009 volleyball season is scheduled to open on September 1.
-MORE-

2009 HCAC Preseason Poll

Team Points
1. Mount St. Joseph 80 (8)
2. Anderson 66 (1)
3. Defiance 59
4. Bluffton 51
5. Manchester 47
6. Hanover 44
7. Transylvania 26
8. Rose-Hulman 19
9. Franklin 13



Players to Watch

Anderson Jessica Berlin Senior OH New Haven, Ind./Snider
Kate McCollum Senior OH W. Alexandria, Ohio/Twin Valley South

Caitlin Morency Senior L Lanesville, Ind./Floyd Central
Carol Weatherford Senior MH Terre Haute, Ind./North

Tara Denham Senior OH Connersville, Ind./H.S.

Bluffton Brittany Roth Senior L Findlay, Ohio/H.S.
Shauna Rowland Junior S Bucyrus, Ohio/Wynford
Jenna Eshleman Sophomore OH Landisville, Penn./Hempfield

Defiance Danyel Lipps Senior OH West Alexandria, Ohio/Twin Valley South

Marlea Rolander Senior MB Napoleon, Ohio/H.S.
Julie Brunsman Junior S Cincinnati, Ohio/Roger Bacon
Heather Bradshaw Junior L Dexter, Mich./H.S.
Ashlyn Howell Freshman OH

Franklin Caiti Sheff Sophomore OH Greenwood, Ind./H.S.
Maryellen Hole Senior MH Greenwood, Ind./Centre Grove
Chelsea Caldwell Sophomore S Fountaintown, Ind./Morristown
Whitney Moore Sophomore L Shelbyville, Ind./H.S.

Hanover Rachel Kloentrup Junior OH Morning View, Ky./Simon Kenton
Kirsten Brandvik Freshman RS Indianapolis, Ind./Lawrence North

Manchester Christa Peden Junior MH/OH N. Manchester, Ind./Manchester
Lauren Nash Junior S Sellersburg, Ind./New Albany
Amanda Dickman Sophomore MH Batesville, Ind./Oldenburg Academy

Mt. St. Joseph Anna Richter Senior OH Fairfield, Ohio/Hamilton Badin
Lydsey Waldman Junior S Batavia, Ohio/Clermont Northeastern
Jamie Grauvogel Junior OH Cleves, Ohio/Harrison

Rose-Hulman Kate Sernett Senior OH Crystal Lake, Ill./Marian Central Catholic

Amanda Jevons Junior OH Henderson, Nev./Rancho
Samantha Gregory Junior L Huntsville, Ala./Catholic
Leah Pelzel Sophomore OH Loveland, Ohio/Mount Notre Dame

Transylvania Meredith Benninger Sophomore MB Louisville, Ky./Ballard
Jordan Geisen Junior MH Florence, Ky./St. Henry
Blayke Herman Sophomore OH Louisville, Ky./Male
Sarah Sams Junior L Lexington, Ky./Dunbar
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